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2009 (January) Unit C  Philosophy of Religion 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate A 
 

1 (a) Explain the different understandings of the role of God which are found in 
Aquinas’ cosmological argument. 

   (30 marks) AO1
  
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 30 marks 
 
Approximately 25 minutes can be allocated to answering this question, including thinking time. 
 
The command word ‘Explain’ is the instruction to candidates to show their understanding by 
expanding on main points with reasons, examples or illustrations. 
 
The focus of the question is about the different understandings of the role of God.  The 
answer given by this candidate clearly addresses this focus.  Throughout the essay, relevant 
and accurate information is used.  The repetition of the focus phrase in the paragraphs keeps 
the candidate on track, and so guides them into selecting relevant material.  
 
After an opening paragraph that introduces the focus, each of the ‘Three Ways’ is discussed.  
A brief summary of the ‘Way’ is followed by discussion about what the argument shows about 
the role of God.  
 
Some ways in which the answer could have been developed include: 
 
Paragraph 2: a clearer explanation of the Prime Mover, including the idea of “change”. 
Paragraph 3: a justification as to why a transcendent God does not need a cause. 
Paragraph 4: a clearer explanation of God as a necessary being and why that makes God a 
sustainer. 
 
The reference to God of classical theism in paragraph 1 is not really taken up again, and 
reference is made instead to Deists’ view of God. 
 
Given the attempt to shape the material to address the focus, the answer matches the 
descriptor of Level 6 of “fairly thorough / appropriate examples”.  There is appropriate and 
accurate use of specialist language, with a high level of accuracy in spelling punctuation and 
grammar. 
 
Therefore, the answer was awarded a mark in the lower Level 6 range.  For Level 7 more 
discussion and explanation were required about the different understandings of the role of 
God.  A major part of the essay answer is given over to the actual cosmological argument.  
Although this is relevant material, it is slightly unbalanced given the focus of the question. 

Level 6 (24 marks)
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(b) Assess the claim that the cosmological argument does not help religious faith. 

   
  (15 marks) AO2
  
 Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 15 marks 
 
Approximately 12½ minutes, including thinking time, can be allocated to answering this 
question.  Answers to part (b) questions are not expected to be long. 
 
The focus for debate is whether the cosmological argument helps religious faith.  In paragraph 
1 some attempt is made to analyse the meaning of the phrase “religious faith”.  There are 
clearly two opposing views expressed, both with some support and argument.  However there 
is only a partially successful attempt to sustain a reasoned argument.  The views tend to be 
listed rather than analysed or reflected upon.  To give a list of arguments in isolation and then 
to give another list of arguments for the other side, in isolation, does not constitute a reasoned 
argument.  There needs to be some reflection on what is being argued.  Stating an argument 
or criticism is a knowledge skill (AO1).  Reflecting on it and weighing it up is an evaluative skill 
(AO2). 
 
The arguments also lack clear explanation.  For instance, in paragraph 2 there is reference to 
the fallacy of composition.  This is not explained and neither is the relevance of the quotation.  
It is important that arguments are explained, i.e. as to how they may weaken or strengthen 
the case.  
 
Because no attempt has been made to weigh up the relative strengths of the arguments in 
terms of the extent they help religious faith, the conclusion has not been demonstrated. 
 
Overall, there are two sustained opposing views attempted and so the answer fits a Level 5 
descriptor.  It is awarded top Level 5 because of the discussion about the different 
understandings of the term “religious faith”. 

Level 5 (11 marks)
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3 (a) Explain Jung’s understanding of religion. 
   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 

 
 

 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Religious Studies / RSS03 Jan 09 Exemplar Candidate Exemplar Work: Candidate A / Version 1.0 
 

klm Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 9

 

 

 

 

 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Religious Studies / RSS03 Jan 09 Exemplar Candidate Exemplar Work: Candidate A / Version 1.0 
 

 Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.  klm 10 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
Approximately 25 minutes can be allocated to answering this question, including thinking 
time. 
 
The focus of this question is Jung’s understanding of religion.  The danger of such a question 
is that candidates just give a list of the key terms but do not make any link with Jung’s overall 
view and understanding of religion.  
 
However, this candidate has made some links to religion throughout the answer.  In the first 
paragraph there is an overall view which acts as an introduction.  
In paragraph 2, religion is linked to the collective unconscious.  This is then detailed further 
by discussion of the archetypes within the unconscious mind. 
The concluding paragraphs focus on individuation and some attempt is made to relate this to 
Jung’s understanding of religion. 
 
Some ways in which the answer could have been developed include: 
 

• The use of examples to make Jung’s understanding of religion clearer.  One example 
could have been religious images.  It could then be explained that religious images are 
used by the mind to individuate the personality. 

• More discussion needed on the God archetype and Jung’s understanding of God. 
 
Because of the breadth of coverage in the answer, this could be described as a fairly 
thorough treatment within the time available.  There is good knowledge of the key terms and 
there is appropriate and accurate use of specialist vocabulary.  This fits the Level 6 
descriptor.  Because of the attempts to address the focus it is a high rather than low mark, 
within the Level 6 band. 

Level 6 (26 marks)
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 (b) To what extent has God been explained away by Jung’s views? 
    
   (15 marks) AO2
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 15 marks 
 
Approximately 12½ minutes, including thinking time, can be allocated to answering this 
question.  Answers to part (b) questions are not expected to be long. 
 
There are some indications that the candidate was running short of time for this final answer. 
The first paragraph states the view that Jung’s understanding of religion in psychological terms 
means that God is not explained away but, on the contrary, is needed and is beneficial.  
 
The final part of the second paragraph is not very clear but the candidate seems to be arguing 
Jung’s view that the actual images people have of God are picked up through our own 
experiences as well as an innate element.  .However, they may still have validity.  
 
The final paragraph develops briefly this idea of the God-archetype and the resulting religious 
experience.  An opposing argument is then given by suggesting that Jung’s understanding of 
religious experience removes any sense of uniqueness. 
 
This answer is not of the structure or content of the more usual response to this issue.  The 
more common answer might argue that a psychological understanding of God explains away 
God in terms of the human mind and so dismisses God as an existing external object.  
Alternatively, critiques of Jung’s theories might result in dismissing Jung’s views and so reject 
God as being explained away by psychology. 
 
One might expect discussion about Jung’s positive view of religion and the spiritual journey.  
To experience the archetype of the self was seen as a numinous experience.  
 
This candidate has attempted two views and some reflection on one of those views.  The 
answer goes just beyond a basic attempt to justify a point of view because of the reflection on 
religious experience using Buber’s criticism.  It was awarded a lower Level 4 because of the 
brevity of the answer and limited discussion.  

Level 4 (9 marks)

 
 
 




